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Opening Young Taeg Ko's
<Sign-Boundaries of Crumbling Things>

| reflect on the unforgettable moments; when

| first met Gyeonggi MoMA's resident artist

a as a curator, and the conversations we had at
Daebu Island, preparing for this exhibition.

Ko had already spent two years with the 34
residents of Acha Island in Incheon before
coming to Gyeonggi MoMA. His collaborative
project, led by himself and six other artists,
was called “The Song of the Island.” At first

| was baffled by his stillness and subtlety,

but throughout the long conversations we had
and repeated personal encounters, | grew
more invested in his project, focused interests,
and the directionality of his work - the

process of sharing his is what one might call
“my song.”

Ko, as an artist who has been focusing on the
topic of community, has produced works

that portray communities that are not
necessarily communities; groups of people
who pass by one another disinterested

or relationships of lovers through his “Ansan”
and “Namsan” series. “Song of the Island,”
which consolidates his two-year march through
engagements at Incheon's Acha Island,

also falls into this category. However, | believe
that he goes a step further, zooming in

on the weight of individuals who had to share
the burden of the community, the isolation
and sense of loss one feels in a large

group of entities, and the subsequently
engendered “relationships.”

Nowadays, people desperately seek and yearn
for communication, but at the same time

they wish to be isolated and experience moments
in which one wishes to become an island.
Also, people hope to settle down in a specific
community, but can also be weighed down
and stressed out by the burden one must
carry within the group. Our lives are journeys
throughout which we reflect on ad choose
such relationships; perhaps Ko was trying to
express the complicated thoughts and
mentalities of people in the course of clashing
relationships (among us contemporaries,
including himself) through his experiment of
describing the individual “weight of life”

Hyun-jeung Kim
Curator, Gyeonggi Creation Center

in his <Sigh- the Boundaries of Crumbling Things>.
The beautiful sunset at Daebu Island and the songs
of chirping birds fill the exhibition hall for about

20 minutes, as the viewers encounter the sculpture
placed in front of the enlarged sunset scene.

They walk about among the installations, and see their
own shadows on the screen. Another display shows
subtitles and broadcasts narrations read in the
artist's own voice. Sitting alone in the dark exhibition
hall appreciating this piece, one feels as if the

artist is prompting us to reminisce on our own stories
as individual entities. The artist also hoped to
incorporate his relationships with the islanders in

a most natural and in-depth fashion through his
piece <Song of the Island>. His point of departure, and
his determination to maintain that relational tie,

must have enabled such a prolonged engagement as
the island residents' dubious response turned to
trust and interconnections emerged, free of the label
“art.” The more | listened to Ko's stories, the

greater became the impact of his Acha Island project
among all other community-themed works, which
serves as “artin itself.” | even wanted to ask him how
he would sustain his relationship-building process
once the project was complete. He appeared to have
taken all such issues into consideration: “now,

I'd go back to the island as an individual and continue
our relationship.” His answer led me to think that

the very act of and effort for communication artists
exert are none other than the gist of contemporary
aesthetics.

The artist minimized his spatial scope, sound and
visuals to allow the viewers space for individual
musings on such matters in his solo exhibition.

The only thing we see is a wooden structure, which
alludes to crumbling communities, social

structures and systems. The closely and tightly knit,
individual yet concrete structures of our society

in which we live and lead a busy life; even these are
falling apart, but we may not be aware of such
deterioration due to the gradual nature of the process.
| hear the quiet yet insistent voice of the artist

as | quietly walk among the installations - a voice
that tries to initiate a conversation with us
contemporaries rather than forcing his thoughts
onto the viewers, through the “Boundaries of
Crumbling Things.”
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