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Pure_Possession - Stone

Possessing something is important. For the
sake of a better, more human life.

What does it mean to possess something?
The object of possession can be natural matter
or artificial creations derived from natural
resources. Or, at times, certain values or the
very criteria for valuation within a given
social structure. Such acts of possession are
often deemed to be personally achieved,
but in many cases they are accomplished on
community or public levels.

Let us not concern ourselves with immaterial
objets such as power, occupation or honor

for now. Also, let us sidestep the issue of human
interrelations. Here, | wish to discuss a more
generic topic, that of physical possession

in the realm of universal reality.

In the rubric of complex contemporary society,
or our lives that are in fact becoming even
simpler, possession has become the criteria for
determining the social status of the subject,
going beyond its simple definition as “the
accumulation of goods with the aim of
maintaining a safe and comfortable life.” This
isn’t a particularly recent development. From
times of old, those who possess were superior
to, conquered, and ruled over others who

did not. Perhaps the social status the privileged
occupied led to even greater possessions.
Regardless of the casual logic, these two
conditions gave rise to a cycle of inequality.

OFEEICH o o|(z&)
EHEFSETE Lo L=
ERIZUC i 5|y
R ACE e TN
S IRACE Hed

Yi Hyuk Jun

Possession is an act grounded in desire.

It can be seen as the realistic embodiment of
inner desire. Of course, not all desire could

be embodied in the form of possession,

and in that sense, desire is more fundamental
and categorical whereas possession is concrete
and explicit. And the physical desire of

human beings can be categorized into mental
and physiological desire based on their points
of departure. Physiological desire entirely
relies on sensory input. For convenience’s sake,
let us call this primary desire, and label
mental desire as secondary. Possession by
primary desire is directly connected to

human life. One must secure nourishment
when hungry, and find something to warm the
body when cold. This realm may appear

to be primal, but most acts of possession we
see in our contemporary life belongs to this
category. People need sunglasses to protect
their eyes from bright light; refrigerators

to preserve food safely and for a longer period;
vitamin pills and workout devices, or at times
gym memberships to maintain physical
health. Most of the goods sold at wholesale/
discount stores such as cars, watches, smart
phones or computers are in fact in this
category. Also, various immaterial cultural
products and services that help us overcome
life-degrading stress have become critical
elements for survival in our lives.

Possession motivated by the secondary desire
belongs to a higher level, and may appear

to be less practical. This kind of possession,
which aims to sate mental thirst, is influenced
by psychological and affective dimensions
such as value systems and aesthetic standards.
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Of course, the kinds of desire and possession The act of possessing these special stones 7 I_il ol =
cannot be clearly differentiated. There are is no longer limited to the upper level. ML =
intermediate states, and in fact the greater Most weddings entail exchanges of gems,
majority of possessions harbor characteristics even small towns have jewelry stores,
from both categories. Also, designating the sellers and buyers abound online or through
standards for categorization in a universal and home shopping channels. Even the price
objection fashion also appears to be an has considerably gone down. In short, owning
impossible task, as people have differing gem stones has become a universal act.
degrees and objects of desire, which meansthe Indeed, rarity as the central criteria for the
standard and modes of possession may also evaluation of gems has lost its station.
vary. Also, there exists the risk of essentializiing ~ Gems have been mined for centuries, and 2ol =
problems that belong to the inner realm of people seldom lose their precious acquisitions, HAMolgh fiev? utNo 2 JIX| A= &, F O J3d| ol2{8t 0o EHA RS 40| FHX|= S5
human thought. taking care to preserve and retain their HEHQ Fo|z2= HERA L3 =UE EFA|E Q0| EAMo| MAICE. 1 OHECHSOfl CisH 2142
possessions. However, we still value and ZAEE XEE) & ol 7|1&E0l| tiet AES Sal oot B @SHEQOH B0 QAT A 2Tt of J=2t?
Despite such dangers, | attempt this analysis cherish gems; in this regard, gem stones are S& £50| ztol|A| SEEt Zx47t Eohs Zolct 0| 250| BU=Z Alciet 2315 Fo{de OtECIES
not in order to criticize or designate possession,  symbols of higher human values, signs of 22 71X U= A7 1Z30] OfL[2tH
but to reflect on my own life and the essence psychological desire, instead of practical goods - AW, otECHE off 22| Aol OtELIRE & AT, XIZ
of ourselves by questioning what desire and to be used in our daily lives. MSFEH HX| 47 ZFAECEH Oj&2] HF0AM O|&=7t= Jefjobgt sh= ZYt? o] &0 thsiM =
possession may mean. ARElIE st UCh= ZX7t OFELHRO| 71K = Hhaligt Flofl CHA| B HE28H 27| 2 §iCt
No one can possess everything he/she desires. AoME 5 E2tARD, E o2 TJBfe
The kind of possession, in other words mental If there are such people, the boundaries Aoz FF st U7| Wj20|ct oS0l Chet - EM, Li+d
desire and possession, is rather radical. The that define their lives would probably be =2l o[Eolets HEFIL F FA0 FEE =ls EEofiorstrt. CHetsorstt, AR EHElSE 2R 2
reason is simple. Because it looks more human,  severely limited or exceptionally rigid. Or they 0|S0|2tH OofntE H|5t A ot HER s =X He= 2700, i &e E52 HHetst|of,
and because desire for gem stones is more may have reached a level that transcends A2t AL OIME S0| OFFHCHE AR FARIE? E Ofd RAERC} IS B E9| £S5 EXst7|of
impractical than mental. Reflection tells us that ~ mundane desires. The latter case is devoid of =2 X|FAolM 7HE B0| I3 = SAO|CE 0| E32 ICHX| EYsHA LIt X| eheCt.
gem stones are indeed pretty much useless, realistic context, and the former two 2ol EF SRS S HIwsts tiyol =luE §iot HTL LI Ao|ate 2E B F2 oA a3
at least for life (sustainment). Pearls on a pig’s may appear more sage, but sad. Or, too a3 £ & eV OIEHNR 2= AE9 AR HO| 210| CHAE, & MMt Z™F
neck. This could be a good combination. prideful. 0|(%)& CHe 49| ot Shtaates FAQtCHE 22Xt A= SUSO0| 7IXofst= KM= XIF
SSict 2t ESt OLSCHe S XIEFME AIZE0| ARACH H2E|= EZOo|ct 7t FOE 22 O3
What are gem stones? In general, this word We always face the forking roads that each 1 2+amt 7|Folof k7| ERX|BE CiCh=7t M2 T E71€ Zolct O3l o] Broketolebe st =712
indicates valued stones - in a more head out towards what we can have, and those ARl A LU olof| CHEt 7 |EE2 S TIE2R ZZ0 E0iChEH o|e|2 ofn|A&SH Ho| ot
professional sense, gem stones mean objects we cannot. We think possession leads LIEFHE 22 01X ZEX|of ofsf F &= 1 CHA|=|ACE CIEISICHE 242 HX| 4SS 2n|stn Jels &ste
that satisfy conditions such as beauty as to abundance, but this may not always be the O|X| 2| AlcHofl HX| 24= OLECHZ2| EXHE 7|CHE gtsict 2= Shols Hol= 22
mineral,traditionality, rarity, and desire for case. Choosing means leaving out the rest. = AIRIS 2 B ghot =ZoIrt B Ab=loflM 50| 2HO|2H= QlZte| @3 Zutads E e
possession. Under these conditions, HEAo 2 oldE|= 0|9 7|FE0| EXMfst= = Zi0|c}. JE|1 ol EAe| JtE T2 Aol =749l
certain stones become special objects to us As mentioned above, possession is based MZPER| = R ECL SHX[EE ZF 0 FolE 7|80 2H OlECtae| EQHEM S SIRHEISHTH
humans. on the endless demands of human desire. &2 H Eo| o 2|0 2R RS E AL, Atal olZte| Aelof CHEH 3|US THE & BT =
Unfortunately, possession does not resolve, St X|CHD ARE 7ol 2E tHAE2 Aot =X P2 Zuatn g 5 UCE M4l Hel =
In the contemporary society, the conditions if temporarily sate, the desire itself. Then, obot mj EA2ief Holrt ok otL|2t T0i| et ZNES LIS WAoo EHo| Cist ojAtg B
that define these gem stones complete their what are we to do with our relentless desires? 7|5 50 HOX|= d4o SRS =MER = QUC} Fdst, FUstn, HLHAFQI &lof EXY,
values by forming proper, organic relationships. | cannot provide an answer - but desire HEF S 2 XRX|7Lt B2 oflo|A XH2lof|M QT E= M Rs|et dut S2 RFT} QIZte| 2ANE Rt
Conditions that appear to be systematic is to be regulated and controlled. This is FZFoZ 0tFa|=Z $ict, 0je| R4 oA MHo| A E AMeAE F= U= =HEO|CL
and scholarly go beyond their simplicity as a matter closely interconnected to happiness, 2X| OHZ 0|5} MEO|M HEEE HetH EH20| ofL2l 12|21 Zne 2 A2 S0 SX™E olz7te| Agg
properties, and serve to protect and maintain which is what we ultimately seek until the OFF Egistr| 22| FHOIM ZotE 5= A= Hafo|ct 7lgtoz melet MFE, EESHE AlAH 5SS Sl
the values in strong framework. And more day we perish. JECHH o ECHE2 of Yot Aty JU2 jelof| CHSH Cta~ S&S HAHLIE S TEoHRCt BHH
realistic reasons such as rarity or demand, CHatoll ZxHst= &40| OfL|2} CHAHS CHR T, BAof| &A e Yol oSt 8242 thestx|ot
rather than the abstract notion of beauty, play Hi2t2 1, gEFst= Q17| LA & M0o]7| ufZo|ct Z O &S5st7| 219 2elct J2|1 lzte| LHXHA
critical roles in our capitalistic society. FA|QI el7to] EtEEH EXRl 12 2E T/ LH4QI Ol ECHE S 2AH iAo MzAl7 2= et
OISCHS YAl & 2QHHSICE QIZto| BHEO{LE RE O| L7+ 4o| Zet=l= =7t || M E HEEICE
7oL 7|E=E0| AXE 5= giS To|ch HA| b= 7HR|. THEbst OFBOHS. RS HO0|X| 42717
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